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Comfort for Dark Days 








“Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates 
into the city” (Rev. 22:14). 
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Big Thompson River, Rocky Mt. National Park, Colo. 


Lesson 1.—Jesus, the Master Teacher 
Matthew 4:23 to 7:29; 9:14-17; 
Mark 4:1, 2a, 10-13, 33, 34 
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The Scenic Inland Waterway 
to Alaska 


ANY experienced travelers con- 

sider the Inside Passage from Van- 
couver, B. C., to Skagway, Alaska, one 
of the most beautiful waterways in the 
world. This year’s Christian Fellowship 
Tour party will use the fine Canadian 
Pacific S.S. Princess Louise in making 
this delightful trip. 

But not only is this inland waterway 
from Vancouver to Skagway one of un- 
rivaled beauty, it is also full of historic 
interest. It is difficult to realize in 
traveling these placid waters that they 
were once the scene of a bitter struggle 
between the natives and greedy Euro- 
pean powers eager to seize the. wealth of 
the land’s natural resources. The abun- 
dant pelts of the sea otter and of the 
seals and the rich mineral deposits in 
the land early attracted Russians, 
Spaniards, and Englishmen alike to 
these shores. 

From Vancouver, B. C., which harbor 
ranks in majesty with that of Hong 
Kong, Rio de Janeiro, Sidney, and San 
Francisco, all the way to Skagway, 
Alaska, a marvelously interesting pano- 
rama is presented. The Riviera-like 
shores of North and West Vancouver; 
Point Atkinson, with its beacon light 
guiding navigation, tug-drawn log floats 
moving down to saw mills and pulp 
mills; great ships from Asia and South 
America moving in and out of the safe 
inner harbor of Vancouver; immense 
Vancouver Island with its many towns 
and forests; treacherous Seymour Nar- 

-rows, great stands of virgin timber; 
mountains reaching upward to 10,000 
feet; ancient glaciers; beautiful islands 
shrouded in mist; schools of porpoises 
and sometimes spouting whales—all of 
these furnish unlimited interest and 
attraction as the Canadian Pacific S.S. 
Princess Louise pursues her way 
through these calm waters, affording her 
passengers excellent meals and most 
comfortable quarters and appointments. 

The tang of salt air and the cries of 
many gulls and other forms of bird life 
supply a delightful atmosphere and 
background to this journey toward the 
Land of the Midnight Sun. Towns and 
places, such as Prince Rupert, Ketchi- 
kan, Wrangell, Juneau, and Skagway, 
that to many were once only names on 
a map become interesting and unforget- 
table realities. One interesting feature 
will be the long hours of daylight in this 
north country. While the tour does not 
actually reach far enough north to give 
travelers the thrill of seeing the sun 
travel along the horizon and refusing 
to set, nevertheless the long hours of 
daylight and the short hours of actual 
darkness will be an unforgettable ex- 
perience. 

This year’s Christian Fellowship Tour 
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will be begun at Chicago on July 5, and 
will return to that point on July 25. In 
addition to the cruise along the Inside 
Passage, the tour will include stops at 
Seattle, Wash.; Mt. Rainier, Wash.; 
Victoria and Vancouver, B. C., Lake 
Louise, Emerald Lake, and Banff in the 
Canadian Rockies. In Victoria, two 
days and nights will be spent at the 
beautiful Empress Hotel, giving an 
opportunity to: visit many of the inter- 
esting shops that offer English china, 
woolens, and leather’ goods. Two 
hundred dollars worth of purchases 
may be brought back into the United 
States, duty free. There will also be an 
opportunity in Victoria to visit the 
beautiful Butchard’s Gardens. In Banff, 
in the Canadian Rockies, the party will 
be accommodated at the fabulous Banff 
Springs Hotel with its fine outdoor and 
indoor swimming pools and comfortable 
porches and lawns in the midst of a 
beautiful mountain setting. . 

An illustrated folder giving costs and 
all other details will be mailed to in- 
terested inquirers. A card addressed to 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, in care of The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, will bring 
you such a folder promptly. Mr. Jaeger, 
a director of The Sunday School Times 
Company, will, with Mrs. Jaeger, ac- 
company the party throughout the tour. 
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Children at Home 


* 


“Good News for Bairns” 


. Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


EANIE WHITE had recently come 

with her mother to Canada from 
the city of Glasgow in Scotland. Jeanie’s 
father had died the previous year, and 
her mother decided she could make a 
better living for herself and daughter 
by going to Canada. 

A few weeks before they left Scot- 
land, Jeanie accepted the Lord Jesus 
as her own Saviour in a children’s 
meeting conducted by two young men 
who called their children’s services 
“Good News for Bairns.” 

Mrs. White was so happy when Jeanie 
made the decision. Long ago, when 
she was a little girl, Jeanie’s mother 
had made the same decision, but the 
cares of life had been allowed to come 
between her and the Saviour. As she 
listened to her little girl talk about “the 
lovely meetings,” Mrs. White decided 
she would go with her little girl the 
next evening. And at that meeting 
one of the young men who served the 
Lord so earnestly showed Jeanie’s 
mother how ready He was to pardon all 
her carelessness. And she came away 
from the meeting rejoicing in the love 
and mercy of God. ; 

Jeanie and. her mother began family 
worship that very evening. Mrs. White 
said: “Now, Jeanie my lass, you and 
I are going to be like Joshua. By 
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God’s grace we’re going to serve Him. 
We may have a hard road ahead of us 
in Canada, but by His help we’ll man- 
age together.” 

After they arrived in the new city, 
Mrs. White found work. They only had 
one room to call home, but Jeanie 
helped to keep it clean and inviting 
for her mother as she came home each 
evening. 

They were both homesick for Scot- 
land, and they knew no one in all that 
big city on whom they could call for 
help until the minister of the little 
church they had attended on their first 
Sunday in Canada called to see them. 
The Rev. Mr. McDermott was a true 
servant of the Lord, and he was able 
to make Mrs. White and her little girl 
feel more at home in the strange city. 
They felt God had sent this good man 
to encourage them. f 

After a week of extreme heat, that 
they both felt greatly, Mrs. White came 
home one evening and found Jeanie 
very happy about something. 

“Oh, Mother,” she cried with joy. “A 

(Continued on page 235) 
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Teach Me! 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 


Teach me, dear God, to bow my head, 
That I may have that upward reach 
Through humble prayer, and be well 
led 
Each time that I prepare to teach. 


Teach me to read Thy Holy Word, 
To find what thoughts are there con- 
cealed, 
So I will be more deeply stirred 
To have them clearly now revealed. 


Teach me, dear God, to do my best 
To live this lesson every day, 

That some will start upon this quest 
To know and go the Upward Way. 


bd 


Science and Faith 


Christians are indignant and ‘in- 
censed when some renowned scientist 
publicly rejects the existence of God 
or Christian faith. Shocking though 
such statements are, they should en- 
gender pity rather than indignation, 
for many scientists are the victims of 
their own science. They deal almost 
exclusively with hard, cold facts, some- 
times earned by, tremendous effort, un- 
til their minds may become incapable 
of absorbing matters of faith. Reach- 
ing men of science with the Gospel is 
undoubtedly a most difficult field of 
evangelism. Only a miracle of God 
Can convert faith into fact in the mind 
and heart of a scientist. Even so, one 
cannot help being bewildered when a 
Scientist speaks with authority against 
a theology of which he knows nothing. 
The same scholar is appalled when a 
theologian goes off the deep end in mat- 








ters of pure science. A recent atheistic 
scientistic statement to be given wide 
publicity was in a speech given by the 
British biologist Sir Julian Huxley at 
the Darwin Centennial Celebration last 
summer, held at the University of 
Chicago. In substance Sir Julian said 
that the concept of God has evolved 
along with evolutionary man; that man 
has now evolved beyond dependence 
upon a “divinized father-figure, whom 
he has himself created.” He also totally 
rejected the concept of a creation, as- 
serting that the earth and all life 
evolved by entirely natural means. 
Faced with this, it is encouraging to 
find that other men of equal scientific 
stature discover in science a corrob- 
oration of God’s Word. In the January 
24 issue of This Week magazine, top 
missile expert Dr. Wernher von Braun 
states, “I believe there are two forces 
which move us. ‘One is a belief in a 
Last Judgment, when every one of us 
has to account for what he did with 
God’s great gift of life on earth. The 
other is belief in an immortal soul, a 
soul which will cherish the award or 
suffer the penalty decreed in a final 
Judgment.” Dr. von Braun continues, 
“In our modern world many people 
seem to feel that science has somehow 


we 


made such ‘religious ideas’ untimely or 
old-fashioned. But I think science has 
a real surprise for the skeptics. Science, 
for instance, tells us that nothing in 
nature, not even the tiniest particle, 
can disappear without a trace. Think 
about that for a moment. Once you do, 
your thoughts about life will never be 
the same. ... Now, if God applies this 
fundamental principle to the most 
minute and insignificant parts of His 
universe, doesn’t it make sense to as- 
sume that He applies it also to the 
masterpiece of His creation—the hu- 
man soul? I think it does. And every- 
thing science has taught me—and con- 
tinues to teach me—strengthens my be- 
lief in the continuity of our spiritual 
existence after death. Nothing disap- 
pears without a trace.” Yes, this is a 
long way from evangelical Christian- 
ity, but it is a major break-through. 
A scientist who has so successfully re- 
sisted the spell of materialistic scient- 
ism must eventually come to grips with 
the question, “How can the soul be 
made worthy of the ‘cherished award’?” 
We earnestly pray that the Holy Spirit, 
who has given Dr. von Braun these 
truths, will direct him and other think- 
ing scientists to the ultimate Truth— 
Jesus Christ. 
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10. At the Feet of Christ 


For Revelation 
By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


occasions people were found at 

the feet of Christ Jesus. They 
were there under very different cir- 
cumstances and conditions, but not one 
of them failed to receive a very real 
blessing. In this concluding article, I 
want to bring to your attention the last 
of those who are mentioned in the New 
Testament as being at the feet of Jesus 
Christ. This event took place a good 
many years after the Lord’s ascension 
and brought an unspeakably glorious 
experience into the life of the honored 
servant of God to whom the Lord was 
pleased to appear. Last week we saw 
Saul, or Paul, at the feet of Jesus on 
the road to Damascus. It was to'him 
an unforgettable experience in which 
he confessed his faith in Jesus as Lord, 
and in which also he received his com- 
mission as to his life work. Today we 
shall look .at the Apostle John on the 
Isle of Patmos, where he, too, had an 
unforgettable experience of the pres- 
ence of the risen, ascended, and glori- 


‘ S WE have seen, on a number of 


fied Lord, at which time he received 
a revelation of events to come, events 
that lay far in the future and that are 
to bring in the great consummation of 
the age in which we are now living. 
But even more than a revelation of or 
unveiling of things to come, it was to 
John an unveiling of the glorious per- 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ. . 

John writes, “I John, your brother 
and partaker with you in the tribula- 
tion and kingdom and patience which 
are in Jesus, was in the isle that is 
called Patmos, for the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus” (1:9, 
A.S.V.). In these words he makes plain 
to his readers that he was one who 
had suffered much because of his faith- 
ful proclamation of the Gospel and that 
it was because of his consistent and 
unwavering testimony concerning Jesus 
Christ that he had been banished to 
the rocky little island of Patmos in 
the Mediterranean Sea. How long he 
was confined there we do not. know, 
but we can be perfectly sure that the 
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whole experience was part of God’s 
plan for His servant then, just as the 
experiences of loneliness and suffering 
and testing that come to so many of 
God’s children today are God’s special 
appointment for them, in and through 
which He is working out His purposes 
for their growth in grace and for the 
development of their faith. 

Though men, in all probability, for 
the most part had forgotten John and 
his circumstances, the Lord had not 
done so and was, as always, mindful 
of His own. So often God, in His lov- 
ing providence, has a way of getting 
men off into lonely and quiet places 
in order to give to them a new rev- 
elation of Himself, or a new and glorious 
experience of the reality and the power 
of His presence. Many and many a 
time, even in recent years, God’s serv- 
ants have come out of jail rejoicing in 
their prison experiences for His sake, 
because of what has been brought into 
their lives in the way of new under- 
standing and appreciation of Him and 
of His love. 

To return to John’s experience—he 
was in banishment on the lonely, rock- 
bound isle, when one day he heard be- 
hind him a great voice speaking and 
commanding him to write in a book 
what he saw. On turning to see who 
it was that was speaking to him, John 
saw a magnificent vision of the glorified 
Lord. He appeared in the midst of the 
golden lampstands, signifying His po- 
sition as the glorious head of the 
Church. John goes on to describe His 
appearance in the first chapter of the 
Book of Revelation. We shall not take 
up the description in detail, but it is 
one in which certain particular features 
are outstanding. Those features that 
especially impressed John were His di- 
vine and absolute authority, His in- 
finite knowledge as revealed by His 
eternal existence and His piercing eyes, 
and His unspeakable holiness and glory. 
John adds at the end of his description 
of his vision, “And . . . I fell at his feet 
as one dead.” Whenever a man, how- 
ever righteous and holy he may be, 
gains a real understanding of the abso- 
lute glory, authority, and power of the 
Lord, the experience is so overwhelm- 
ing that he cannot but humble himself 
in adoration and praise, and prostrate 
himself in mind at least, if not in body 
as well, before the matchless presence 
and person of his Creator, the Lord of 
Glory. Such a vision and such an ex- 
perience cannot but leave a permanent 
mark on the man who receives it. 

It is interesting to read the accounts 
given by some of the Old Testament 
prophets, notably Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel, of the visions of God in His 
glory that they saw at the beginning 
of their active ministries. In each case, 
it resulted in a new conception on the 
part of each one concerning the au- 
thority, the majesty, and the power of 
the God who was sending them forth 
as His representatives. He was calling 
them to proclaim His truth among an 
apostate and rebellious people, who 
were deliberately hardening their 
hearts in rebellion against God and 
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were turning in willful disobedience 
from His holy commandments, the ob- 
servance of which was the condition of 
His blessing resting upon their nation 
and the granting to them of prosperity 
and success. It was only as those holy 
men of old received a new glimpse of 
the magnificence and the glorious might 
of the God wom they served that 
they were enabled to see the nations 
and the people about them in the per- 
spective of the divine viewpoint.- Thus 
they were enabled to receive the cour- 
age and wisdom that were absolutely 
necessary if they were to carry on their 
God-appointed ministry. 

What was true in the Old Testament 
days was true also in the New Testa- 
ment times. It is equally true in to- 
day’s troublous times. Amid all the 
uncertainties and the problems of in- 
ternational relations, amid all the eco- 
nomic and_ industrial uncertainties 
under which we are all living, and with 
many personal and individual burdens 
within our own home circles, it is so 
tragically easy for all of us to lose sight 
of our Lord and to have our minds so 
filled with the burdens and responsi- 
bilities that weigh upon us so heavily 
that we become forgetful of His in- 
finite power, of His absolute authority, 
of His unfailing love and tenderness 
toward all of His own, and of His un- 
changing faithfulness in dealing with 
each individual person who is looking 
to Him in faith and expectation. If 
any of you are burdened by anxieties 
or fears or discouragment, may I urge 
you just now to cast yourselves at the 
feet of the risen and ascended Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in deep humility and 
earnestness request Him to reveal Him- 
self to you as you have never seen 
Him before, that He may give you a 
new realization of the glory of Him 
that dwelleth in light unapproachable, 
whom no man hath seen nor can see, 
but who is abundantly ready and will- 
ing to reveal Himself to the quiet, open 
heart of any who will come to Him in 
repentance and trust. 

To have a glimpse of the glory of the 
Lord always changes a man and puts 
something into his heart and life that 
was never there before. Moses, when 
he saw the glory of the Lord on Mount 
Sinai, came down from that experience 
with a face that reflected and radiated 
the divine glory on which he had been 
gazing. It was so marked that the peo- 
ple were afraid to go near him. When 
you and I live so close to the Lord and 
are privileged to see and to understand 
the matchless beauty and authority of 
His person, it is going to result in a 
new glow in our hearts and a new light 
in our faces. It will mean that we, too, 
unconsciously bear witness to the per- 
son of Him whose presence has become 
an abiding reality in our lives. Such 
a witness will always be the means of 
blessing and comfort to others and they 
will be attracted by a desire to know 
Him, “whom to know '.is life eternal.” 

At the feet of Jesus Christ is the 
place of blessing and of power. To be 
at His feet in humble adoration and 
worship is to be in the place and atti- 


? 
tude whereby He can reveal Himself 
to us. To be there also means that we 
must come to the end of ourselves and 
our self-reliance and depend. entirely 
on Him for the spiritual power and 
graces that we must have if we are to 
live to His glory and if our lives are 
to count for those things that please 
Him. God grant that we may each one 
enter more and more into the realiza- 
tion and experience of these high and 
holy privileges that are ours through 
Christ Jesus. 

PRAYER: Our God and Father, we 
praise Thee for the way in which Thou 
dost enlighten the lonely and difficult: 
places with the glory of Thy presence 
‘and dost reveal Thyself to Thy chil- 
dren, especially when they are sepa- 
rated from others. Speak to our hearts 
just now, we pray, and grant to us to 
be quiet in spirit, at the feet of our 
Lord, for a new realization of His maj- 
esty and power. In.His name we ask: 
it. Amen. j 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Belief That Cannot Save 


Please explain James 2:19: “The 
devils also believe, and tremble.”— 
A North Carolina reader. 


The “belief” mentioned here by 
James is not the same “belief” that is 
involved in John 1:12 and Acts 16:31. 
These two latter passages imply a be- 
lief of faith and an acceptance and 
action of obedience based on that belief. 
The “belief” of which James speaks is 
one that knows that God’s words are 
true, and yet does not accept God’s of- 
fer of salvation in Christ. Such a belief 
is barren, and results in no salvation, 
no change of life, no good works. 
James, by inspiration, warns against a 
mere intellectual belief of this sort that. 
is of the head only and does not involve 
the heart. The faith that saves must 
result in good works. Thus James 
writes: 


e What doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man say he hath faith, and 
have not works? can faith save him? 
If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled; notwith- 
standing ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; 
what doth it profit? Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and 
I shall shew thee my faith by my 
works. Thou believest that there is 
one God; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe, ‘and tremble. But wilt 
thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? (Jas. 2:14 
a). *° 


The Scofield Reference Bible says of 
James’s writings: “He does not exalt 


(Continued on page 235) , 
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|. The Christian in the Armed Forces 


ls military service an interruption or an opportunity? 


God’s people have found them- 

selves embroiled, either by choice 
or necessity, in situations that spring 
from the civilization in which they live, 
and that do not appear at first to have 
anything to do with the business of be- 
ing a child of God. It has undoubtedly 
been a source of confusion and irrita- 
tion to many of them through the cen- 
turies to find themselves caught up in 
the inescapable circumstances: of their 
society. The plea, “I have to spend so 
much time doing thus and thus that 
I have no time to live for God and do 
His work,” that has become virtually 
the watchword of twentieth century 
Christians, has probably been said in 
some form or another by the Lord’s peo- 
ple in all ages. 

Christians have responded in various 
ways to this apparent conflict between 
what they fancied they ought to be do- 
ing and what they found they could not 
escape doing. Some took to the wil- 
derness and became hermits and an- 
chorites. Others founded monastic 
groups and threw up stone walls be- 
tween themselves and the _ world. 
Others tried to start Utopian communi- 
ties. Still others busied themselves in 
a rapid round of conferences, meetings, 


F ROM the beginning of history, 


,and retreats, in an effort to put as much 


distance as possible between themselves 
and the world. But many settled down 
to a life of frustration, feeling that be- 
tween ‘the ideal Christian life and the 
cold imperatives of society, there was 
an unbridgeable gap. 


Not an Impossible Situation 

Inasmuch as God’s people have sensed 
a conflict between the whole world at- 
mosphere with its essentially anti-God 
orientation, and the Kingdom, they have 
sensed rightly. But inasmuch as they 
have felt that they were caught in an 
impossible situation, and that God was 
asking something quite -unattainable of 
them in the way of godly living, they 
have not gotten the point of what Christ 
Jesus was trying to: get across to His 
disciples when He spoke to them of the 
days after He would return to the 
Father. 

When Christ was praying, shortly be- 
fore the mob seized Him, His thoughts 
were concerned with what would hap- 
pen to His followers in the coming 
days. He asked His Father to keep 
them. He anticipated difficulty for 
them, for He mentioned that they 
would find themselves hated by the 
world. But He did not go on to the 
obvious corollary and ask that they be 
taken out of the world. On the con- 
trary, He indicated that they would be 
left in the world, and that it would be 
precisely here that what He had in mind 
for them would be brought to pass. 

We would probably not have chosen 
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In most instances, entry into the 
armed forces introduces a Christian 
young man or woman to a life totaily 
different from anything he or she has 
met hitherto. In fact, one Christian 
young man stated that his first day in 
the service was the most disconcert- 
ing experience he had ever encoun- 
tered. In this article, which will be 
concluded next week, a serviceman, 
a son of the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, tells of some of the les- 
‘sons that may be learned when a 
young man is uprooted from family 
and school life and transplanted into 
the army and how this time may 
be used for Christian growth and 
experience. 








that way. But God, in bringing sons 
to glory, often thrusts them into a dis- 
tinctly alien atmosphere, and says, in 
effect: “It’s going to be right there 
that you will begin to know Me and be 
made like My Son. And it is going to 
be there, ‘too, that you’re going to dem- 
onstrate My life to the world.” 

One of the attendant circumstances 
of twentieth century civilization is mil- 
itary power. Nearly every country is, 
willy-nilly, involved in international 
politics. It may be with the intent to 
force its way of life on the world, 
which seems to be the idea of the 
Communist bloc. Or it may be merely 
to try to preserve its own way of life, 
which is supposed to be the idea of the 
free world. At any rate, nearly every 
country has a military machine, a great 
many have conscription, and there are 
Christian young men in all of these 
countries. 

And so thousands of Christian men 
find themselves in the armies, navies, 
and air forces of their nations. And 
questions pose themselves—Is it possi- 
ble to live a Christian life in the army? 
What view ought I to take of these two 
or three years in the service? What is 
the thing, if: any, that sets me apart 
from the other men? What do I expect 
to do as a witness to Jesus Christ? 


God Is Not the Victim of Circumstance 

The question as to whether it is pos- 
sible to live a Christian life in the mil- 
itary does not differ in substance from 
that which asks whether it is possible 
to live a Christian life at all. If we 
have any idea of God at all, one of the 
first things that we must believe about 
Him is-that He is not the victim of 
circumstances. Either He is on His 
throne, or He is not. If He is not, then 
we are engaged in a farce. If He is, 
and if He is true to His promises to 
order the steps of His servants, then 
for the disciple there is no such thing 
as an unavoidable occurrence that must, 
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by its very nature, hinder his' walk 
with God. 

The Lord’s people have found that 
their work sometimes involved subdu- 
ing kingdoms, waxing valiant in fight, 
or turning to flight whole armies of 
enemies. Others have found them- 
selves wandering about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, tortured, mocked, and 
sawn asunder. To the natural under- 
standing, these latter things appear 
alarming and are to be avoided at any 
peril. But it was in all of these experi- 
ences that His followers proved the 
faithfulness and sufficiency of God. 

To a Christian young man, military 


service is usually an unavoidable sit- ~ 


uation. He may view it as a chance to 
wax valiant in fight. Or he may feel 
that he is being sawn asunder. What- 
ever his feeling is, if he gives God 
credit for meaning what He says, that 
man knows that God has quite literally 
led him into this. On the surface it 
appears that the local draft board is 
responsible. But because he knows that 
when God called him to Himself and 
promised to direct his goings, He did 
not forget the unavoidable things in 
his life, the man realizes that this is 
the next thing in the Lord’s plan. It 
is not a lamentable interruption to the 
smoothly plotted course of his life. 

Since God, therefore, has called us to 
live His life in the world, and since 
many of us find ourselves in the mili- 
tary, and since He did not overlook 
this when He was charting our course, 
it is axiomatic that it is possible to live 
a Christian life in the army, just as it 
is possible to live a Christian life any- 
where God puts us. The geography of 
the thing is not the fundamental ele- 
ment. 


Reaching an Equilibrium 

Possibly one of the first visions that 
is conjured up in the mind of a Chris- 
tian when the army is mentioned is 
that of a veritable cesspool of sin. 
This is true, perhaps, and yet the idea 
may be misleading. Where there are 
thousands of men living in close prox- 
imity, without the naturally refining 
presence of women, that which is in the 
heart of all men will manifest itself. 


The tales of ribaldry, drunkenness, and° 


fornication are not altogether without 
foundation. And the Christian soldier 
lives with this. 

One has ears, and therefore cannot 
help but hear much that one might not 
choose to hear. One has a mind, and 
therefore cannot but reflect on what he 
has heard. How is one going to have 
his mind stayed on God? 

There is not an easy answer to this. 
One soldier found himself appalled by 
the foulness which he heard when 
he first came into the army. Later he 
was dismayed to find that, though 
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he did not particularly condone what he 
heard, he had grown used to it all. 
He felt that he’ ought to sense sorrow 
and shock at what he constantly heard. 
But God reminded him that it is not 
possible, or at least not good, for one to 
live in a state of chagrin and shock. 
It is part of our psychological structure 
that we get used to things. We thought 
we’d never get used to it when we 
heard of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but 
now an atomic blast is a mere nothing 
to us, and we are unmoved by ther- 
monuclear explosions. Even moon shots 
are becoming routine. So one cannot 
help but reach some kind of equilib- 
rium in this matter of obvious sin. 
When the desire of our heart is truly 
to know God, and to be filled with His 
Word, God will enable us to pass by 
these things. 

Another. source of concern to Chris- 
tians when they think of Christian 
men in the army is that the man has 
been removed from a “spiritual at- 
mosphere.” He cannot go to Bible 
conferences. He cannot attend prayer 
meeting every week. He does not have 
Sunday school and family prayers. How 
is he going to maintain his spiritual 
life? 

God is not obliged to deal with His 
people at all times in the same way. 
This is evident from the record of His 
dealings with His servants in Scrip- 
ture. In twentieth century America 
we are accustomed to finding our fel- 
lowship at conferenges, meetings, and 
get-togethers. And that God meets 
with us at these times is not a matter 
for debate. Most assuredly He does. 
But, knowing this, let us also remem- 
ber that He had to uproot Abraham 
from everything familiar in order to 
bring him to Himself. He put Moses 
at the back side of the desert to teach 
him some things. He put Daniel and 
Joseph in heathen courts, Jeremiah in 
a pit, and John on an island. These 
men did not find themselves in a Chris- 
tian atmosphere. And yet God put 
them there. There were things that 
He wanted to teach them that could 
not be learned elsewhere. 

The surroundings in the army are not 
those of the fellowship of believers in 
one’s home church. But this is not to 
say that one must pine away. In the 
first place, there are Christians at 
nearly every military installation in the 
world. It is God’s stated desire that 


-His people -have fellowship with each 


other, and He has done extraordinary 
things to bring Christians together in 
odd places. 

If, however, a Christian fellow finds 
himself apparently alome, God may 
have ,in mind to bring into being a 
small group of believers through him. 
Or He may just want that man by 
himself for a time. Even those most 
enthusiastic for organizing meetings 
and conferences, if they have a true 
view of what they are doing, realize 
that it is not the meeting they are 
after: it is God. So let us not oblige 
God to confine His dealings with us to 
meetings. 

Then, further, what view ought one 
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to take of the time involved in his mil- 
itary obligation? Many, particularly 
college graduates, both Christian and 
non-Christian, feel that the whole thing 
is regrettable,. and that the years are 
an irksome parenthesis in their plans, 
and therefore sheer waste. Others, who 
are married,’ find particular difficulty 
in adjusting to life away from their 
wives and homes. It is not hard to 
understand these problems. But the 
Christian soldier is inexorably brought 
back to the question: Is God ordering, 
or is He not? If, He is, then this time 
is not a mistake. 

While granting that perhaps it is not 
a mistake, some, take the view that, even 
though in the military, they will pre- 
tend that they are not, and will do as 
little “soldiering” as possible. Jim El- 
liot; one of the missionaries martyred 
by the Auca Indians in Ecuador, said, 
“Live to the hilt every ‘situation you 
believe to be the will of God.” Shod- 
diness and rebelliousness are not atti- 
tudes that adorn the Gospel. The first 
duty of a man in the military is to be 
a soldier. If a man cannot in conscience 
be a soldier, then the only honest thing 
to do is to indicate that before he is 
inducted. The United States Govern- 
ment allows for one’s convictions con- 
cerning the legitimacy of fighting. But, 
having come into the army, the man’s 
duty is to do what is set before him, 
and do it to the utmost of his capacity. 
A shabby soldier does not recommend 
Christ to officers and noncommissioned 
officers, who think of life first of all in 
terms of military bearing. 

Realizing that God has placed him 
here, and that his principal outward 
duty is to be a good soldier, one also 
begins to be aware that God has some 
things to teach here that might not be 
learned so readily at home. For in- 
stance, how is he going to react to liv- 
ing with twenty-five or more men in 
one large room? Perhaps he had 
thought of the minimal requirement for 
a Christian walk as a quiet room to 
which he could repair. What happens 
when this becomes an 
There is noise, inconvenience, and no 
privacy whatever. Is the only possible 
reaction despair? Jesus Christ was re- 
peatedly unable to find a place where 
He could be alone. .Amy Carmichael 
of India mentions being in places where, 
during the entire twenty-four hours of 
the day, it was impossible to be alone. 
It is in situations like this where one 
is thrust back perforce to the funda- 
mental question: What is it that I am 
after? Is it privacy? Is it an hour for 
quiet time? Or is it God? If He al- 
lows the former two, we can be grate- 
ful. But if not,,He may be trying to 
remind us that it is He Himself who 
is our life. Not even our hour with 
Him is the final necessity. : 

When Jesus Christ was here, He lived 
among'men. The people who were His 
companions and friends were ordinary 
people. Apparently many of them were 
from the simpler and rougher walks of 
life. But we find Him companying 
with them, eating with them, visiting 
them. He told His followers that it 


impossibility? ; 


~. 


was enough for them to be like their 


Master. So one finds oneself living 
among all kinds of men, with no choice 
whatever. For some, the natural reac- 
tion is resentment. For others fright. 
For others discomfiture, These are per- 
fectly normal and natural attitudes, 


_ When one decides to follow Jesus Christ, 


however, he relinquishes his right to 
“normal” and “natural” attitudes, and 
sees his circumstances and relationships 
in a new light. He is no longer at liberty 
to pick and choose what he feels he 
might enjoy most. He is now set free 
from the smallness of his own choosing, 
to enjoy the liberty of God’s choosing, 
In this varied assortment of men one be- 
gins to see the opportunity to make 
friends with those whom he might 
never have chosen, to share the life of 
someone who does not know Jesus 
Christ, with a view to introducing him 
to the Lord. And there is the very 
unyielding whetstone of continual close 
living with ‘many others that hones 
down the jagged edges of one’s char- 
acter, and forces one to laugh at many 
of his own foibles. 

An enlisted man in the army has 
certain duties to perform, and when 
these are accomplished, his time is his 
own. Except for occasional duty, his 
evenings are usually free. For thou- 
sands of enlisted men, the only way to 
fill this time is with TV, drink,. and 
women. For a Christian man, this time 
can be a unique opportunity. Upon 
his release from the service, it will be 
unusual indeed if he finds, at any time 
in his life, a period of two or three 
years in which the evenings are his own. 
Here is the chance for well-chosen 
reading and study of the Word that he 
may not have again. 


(To be continued) 
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Sound Christian Books 
for Europe 


WORTHY work has been carried 
A on for ten years or more by the 
Netherlands Gospel Center, which re- 
mails Christian magazines to English- 
reading believers in other parts of 
Europe. 

But recent word has come from the 
center saying that now “it is far better 
to send books than magazines. In maga- 
zines there are often articles that Bal- 
kan countries might consider political 
propaganda. The safest thing is to 
send sound Christian books, hymnbooks 
with music, Bible commentaries, and 
the like:” 

Christians are continually writing to 
this center for good literature. If 
readers have on their shelves sound 


books that they can spare, they may 


send them to Dr. R. H. Borkent, the 
Netherlands Gospel Center, Prince Ber- 
nadinlaan 31, Doorn, Netherlands. 


ve 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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A Great Workers’ Conference in Nicaragua 


From a bulletin letter dated January 22, from R. Kenneth Strachan, LL.D., 
General Director of the Latin America Mission 


AM just fresh back from the Workers’ 

Conference in Nicaragua and still 
feeling a bit awed at the outcome. 

To start off our Evangelism in Depth 
effort in that republic we had invited 
all the pastors, missionaries, and lead- 
ing laymen for a five-day retreat at 
the beginning of the year. The con- 
ference was held on a small cattle and 
coffee ranch on the outskirts ‘of the 
little town of Masatepe, and by Mon- 
day afternoon, as the delegates began 
streaming in from all parts of the coun- 
try, we could sense that something big 
was building up. 

It was the first time in the history of 


‘evangelical work in Nicaragua (and 


for all I know, in any Latin American 
republic) that the pastors and mission- 
aries of all the groups working in the 
country had gathered together for sev- 
eral days of prayer, inspiration, and 
evangelistic planning, and you could 
sense a spirit of expectancy as they 
came in off the dusty road carrying 
their hammocks or bedrolls and other 
luggage. 

Huge arborlike structures covered 


‘with dried banana leaves. had been 


erected around the old farmhouse to 
provide a rustic tabernacle for the day 
sessions, a dining room area, and an 
outdoor dormitory out in one of the 
corrals holding over two hundred men. 
You should have seen the maze of 
hammocks, cots,.and bedrolls strung out 
all over. But better still, youw should 
have heard the tremendously moving 
rise and fall of many voices praying 
in the gray dark of early dawn. 

Our morning program consisted of 
lengthy prayer sessions led by Dr. 
Ramén Cabrera of Los Angeles, and 
then two periods on Reproductive 
Evangelism and Evangelistic strategy 
handled by George Sanchez of the Nav- 
igators and myself. The afternoons were 
given to planning sessions covering 
the counsellor-training program, the 
visitation campaign, the united city- 
wide crusades, and follow-up evange- 
lism to be held all over the country 
during the next six months. The eve- 
ning services were held in the local Bap- 
tist church and were inspirational in 
character. Juan Isais, who handled ar- 
rangements and presided over the ses- 
sions, did a tremendous job, aided, of 
course, by many others too numerous 
to mention by name. 

It is hard to describe the fun and 
fellowship of those days and the won- 
derful sense of unity experienced as 
pastors and missionaries from widely 


_ divergent backgrounds and points of 


view got acquainted with each other. 
The retreat came ‘to a climax in a final 
all-night of prayer and testimony—at 
the request of the pastors themselves. 
The first part of the night was given to 
prayer, and there was such an eager- 
ness to pray that repeatedly two and 
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three were praying together at the same 
time in different corners of the taber- 
nacle. 

Following a coffee break about two 
o’clock in the morning, we had a season 
of testimonies such as I have never 
heard in my life. First one up was a 
veteran missionary and he was bursting 
to speak. For thirty-five years he had 
been under bondage to a mental block 
that had hurt his life and his witness, 
and that night during the prayer ses- 
sion, as he shared his problem with 
one of the team members, like a snap 
of the fingers he had been freed. He 
was like a bird let out of his cage. 

Another was a pastor who had been 
involved some years ago in a church 
split which had left a wake of bitter- 
ness and rancor. I will never forget 
the spine-tingling thrill as that man 
got up and with quivering lips testified 
how God had taken the bitterness out 
of his heart that night and enabled him 
to become reconciled during the coffee 
break to four fellow pastors who had 
been on the other side of the split. 
And so it went, one after another, with 
as many as ten to fifteen people stand- 
ing in line waiting to testify. 

As the dawn was breaking, we cele- 
brated the Lord’s Supper—over two 
hundred of us—and could not help feel- 
ing that in a marvelous way, which we 
did not at all deserve, God had been 
with us and that a new day was dawn- 
ing for Nicaragta. 

At present our team (Juan and Elisa- 
beth Isais, George Sanchez, Bill Thomp- 
son, John Thomas of Mexico, and 
Dorothy Andrews are engaged in the 
training and visitation program—training 
classes in all the strategic towns and 
cities with thousands of Nicaraguans 
(we hope) enrolled—and visitation to 
reach the 210,000-odd homes in the 
country. And we are preparing the 
way for the fourteen united crusades 
which we will be holding during March, 
April, and May. 

This evangelistic effort in depth: in 
Nicaragua we hope will give us the 
pattern for the effective evangelization 
of the other Latin American countries. 
It represents the answer—as far as we 
presently know—to a search which we 
have been making for an evangelistic 
plan of action that would involve the 
rank and file of church members in 
continuous evangelistic action, working 
out of their own churches and tieing 
in with a country-wide effort aimed 
at reaching every creature for Christ 
by all the means and methods at hand. 

It will involve us in six months of 
continuous evangelistic activity (plus 
the nine months setting it up) and we 
will have twenty or so workers to co- 
operate with the local forces. We have 
set up a central office in Managua under 
Juan and Elisabeth Isais. The Nica- 
raguan Christians will be taking care 


of their own local expenses and are 
contributing sacrificially in other ways 
—volunteer help, housing, loan of 
equipment, and hospitality. Our part, 
which includes travel and living ex- 
penses for our L.A.M. team and visiting 
evangelists, will come to around $25,000 
—not a bad investment for 15 months 
of evangelistic activity in a country 
larger than the State of New York. 

At this stage we are all very much 
encouraged by the. outcome of the 
Workers’ Conference and by indications 


that many folks all over North and: 


South America are praying earnestly 
for this evangelistic effort. But the 
long, hard pull still lies ahead, and we 
need special prayer for the Lord’s guid- 
ance and blessing upon the classes and 
the visitation campaign of the next 
two months, for several more workers, 
and for the full financial provision to 
carry out our share in the project. 
So I would appreciate your continu- 
ing to remember Evangelism in Depth 
in prayer, and would be ever so grate- 
ful if you could get others to pray also. 
San Josz, Costa RICA. 


ve 


Inter-Varsity’s New Statement 
of Faith 


ARLY in January, 1960, God made 

it possible for Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship’s entire staff to come 
together for a national staff conference. 
The Inter-Varsity ‘camp, Bear Trap 
Ranch, in Colorado, was chosen in that it 
was rather central for the whole country. 
God’s goodness has been manifested in 
many, many ways over’ the past year. 
The work had been fruitful and stu- 
dents had received the Lord Jesus 
Christ; the staff members had been 
kept in health and strength and safety 
during their many journeys; the money 
necessary for this work had been pro- 
vided so that the books for 1959 were 
closed with all bills paid and salaries 
brought upto date. Problems were 
discussed, many of them thorny ones 
arising out of the confused days in 
which we live. 

One great area in which the attdck 
comes today, especially in work with 
students, is Biblical doctrine. Foun- 
dations are being destroyed, doubt is 
increasing. Recognizing responsibility 
to God for the maintenance of Biblical 
doctrine, the staff of Inter-Varsity 
unanimously declared its conviction in a 
fresh affirmation. This does not replace 
the simple Basis of Faith that has 
guided us for the past twenty years; 
it rather represents a new committal 
to those things “most surely. believed.” 

“We receive the Bible in its entirety, 
and the Bible alone, as the Word of 
God written, inspired of God, . and 
therefore the inerrant rule of faith and 
practice. 

“We accept the formulations of Bib- 
lical doctrine represented by the large 
areas of agreement in such historic dec- 
larations as the’ Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds, the Augsburg, Westminster and 


(Continued on page 235) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1.. APRIL 3. JESUS, THE MASTER TEACHER 


Matthew 4:23 to 7:29; 9:14-17; Mark 4:1, 2a, 10-13, 33, 34; 
printed text, Matthew 5:1, 2, 17-20; 9:14-17 


Golden Text.—And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom.—Matt. 4:23 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto 
him: 
°2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 


17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. 

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 
and teach them, the same shall be called great in the king- 
dom of heaven. 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 


ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


Chap. 9:14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, 
Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples 
fast not? 

15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 
bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall -be 

* taken from them, and then shall they fast. 

16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old gar- 
ment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the 
garment, and the rent is made worse. : 

17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the 
bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles 
perish; but they put new wine into new bottles, and both 
are preserved. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson .as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE threefold ministry of our Lord 
| is outlined in Matthew 4:23: He 
taught, preached, and healed. His 
miracles were designed not only to help 
those in need but also to accredit Him 
as the wonder-working Son of God. In 
His preaching He exhorted His audi- 
ences, challenging them to return from 
hypocrisy and sin to the living God. 
In His teaching He carefully instructed 
His listeners concerning the existence, 
nature, and will of God, and the duties 
of man toward his Maker and his neigh- 
bors. 

Sometimes our Lord taught in plain, 
intelligible fashion. At other times He 
used parables (cf. Mark 4:33, 34). The 
word parable comes from the Greek, a 
“placing alongside of.” A phenomenon 
of nature, for example, is “laid beside” 
a spiritual or moral truth in order to 
illustrate it. Christ used parables (1) to 
clarify His points by speaking pictori- 
ally; (2) to cause His utterances to be 
remembered; (3) to veil truth when 
He did not want certain groups to un- 


derstand; (4) to accentuate the Jews’ 
dullness of spiritual insight (cf. vv. 
10-12). ‘ 


The Sermon on the Mount is a mas- 
terpiece. It speaks of man’s relation- 
ship to himself, to others, and to God. 
Never man taught as did our blessed 
Saviour. The scribes derived their in- 
formation from the Old Testament and 
intricate tradition and _ interpretation 
handed down to them’ from previous 
generations. But the Lord Jesus spoke 
with authority (Matt. 7:28). There 
was no comparison between His words 
and the scribes’, His was _ intrinsic, 
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essential, divine authority. As_ the 
eternally existing Son in the bosom of 
the Father, all knowledge and wisdom 
were His. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:1—“. .. seeing the multitudes, 
he went up into a mountain: and when 
he was set, his disciples came unto him.” 
Our Lord, the master teacher of the 
ages, sought out the open spaces in 
order (1) that the crowds might be 
accommodated, and (2) that His dis- 
course might not be interrupted. While 
His wards were addressed to His dis- 
ciples, the multitude also listened (cf. 
7:28). The Saviour sat, i.e., assumed the 
Hebrew teaching posture. 

Verse 2.—*. . . he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying.” He had al- 
ready taught the crowds profound les- 
sons by His very presence in their midst 
and by His miracles. Now He taught 
them in’ words of grace, ‘power, and 
solemnity. 

Verse 17.—‘Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” 
The “law and the prophets”: this was a 
popular title for the Old Testament, 
although technically the Hagiographa 
(“holy writings,” e.g., O.T. poetry) were 
included in the list. Far from répeal- 
ing or abolishing the Law, our Lord 
fulfilled it by (1) perfectly meeting its 
requirements; (2) paying the penalty 
for sinners who failed to measure up ' 
to its standards; (3) paving the way 
for its observance by sending the Holy 
Spirit to strengthen believers. 








Dr. Woodbridge has prepared printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
—— folder to The NEWS, Curwens- 

e, Pa. 


Verse 18.—“. . . Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 


filled.” This verse indicates Christ’s ex- = 


tremely high view of the divine inspi- 
ration of the Old Testament. The “jot” 
is the tenth and smallest letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet (cf. the marking be- 
tween vv. 72 and 73 in Psa. 119). A 
“tittle” is the slight variation which 
differentiates one Hebrew letter from 
another similar to it. 


Verse 19.—“Whosoever ... shall break 
one of these least commandments, and 
... teach men so... shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven... who- 
soever shall do and teach them .. . shall 
be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” Qur Lord here teaches (1) 
the lofty nature of all the command- 
ments of God, whether they appear 
central or peripheral; (2) the neces- 
sity of the teacher’s conduct measuring 
up to his words of instruction; (3) 
the certainty that failure will not be 
overlooked, and that success will be 
rewarded by God. 


Verse 20.—‘... except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” The “scribes,” students and 
teachers of the Old Testament, were 
also called lawyers (e.g., Matt. 22:35). 
The Pharisees were religious formalists. 
Many of them insisted on ceremonial 
conformity to the Law while neglecting 


the central precepts of the Law or add- | 


ing human tradition to the Law (cf. 
15:3, 6; 23:23). The righteousness God 


‘demands must be genuine, not feigned 


or hypocritical. 


Matt. 9:14—“Then came to him the 
disciples of John, saying, Why do we 
and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy 
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disciples fast not?” Our Lord had just 
announced that He came not “to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance” (9:13). This puzzled the ascetic 
followers of John the Baptist. By their 
frequent abstinence from food they ap- 
peared more righteous than the dis- 
ciples of Christ, who did ‘not seem so 
concerned by extreme ceremonialism. 


Verse 15—“And Jesus said . . . Can 
the children of. the bridechamber 
mourn, as long as the bridegroom is 
with them? but ... the bridegroom 
shall be taken from them, and then 
shall they fast.” “Chjldren of the bride- 
chamber” are wedding guests. Fasting 
implies self-discipline, restraint, sorrow 
for sin. While the Lord Jesus, the 
heavenly Bridegroom, was in their midst 
His followers were to rejoice. But— 
and this is one of our Saviour’s first 
intimations of His coming death—after 
the Bridegroom is gone, days of separa- 
tion, sorrow, and suffering would fol- 
low. These would be a summons to 
stern discipleship and, if necessary, to 
renunciation. 


Verse 16—‘No man putteth a piece 
of new cloth unto an old garment, for 
... it... taketh from the garment, 
and the rent is made worse.” This 
verse and the next teach that our Lord 
did not come to earth to patch up a 
system of rigid, often hypocritical, ritu- 
alism. He came to introduce some- 
thing new, the Gospel of redeeming 
grace. To sew a patch of unshrunken 
cloth to a threadbare garment would 
be absurd: in the act of shrinking it 
would widen the rent. 


Verse 17.—“‘Neither do men put new 
wine into old bottles: else the bottles 
break ... the wine runneth out... the 
bottles perish ... they put new wine 
into new bottles, and both are pre- 
served.” The “old bottles,” formed of 
animal hides partly tanned and still 
often preserving the form of the 
animals, were cracked with age and un- 
able to resist the pressure of fermen- 
tation. The Lord Jesus came with His 
potent Gospel. It is revolutionary and 
transforming. It demanded not re- 
ligious form merely, but changed hearts 
and lives. ° 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Throughout this quarter we shall be 
studying the teaching ministry of Christ. 
At the outset several important facts 
need to be stressed. 


First, the Lord Jesus is the supreme 
teacher and prophet of the ages. A 
“prophet” is a spokesman for another 
(e.g., Exod. 7:1). Christ enunciated 
truths concerning God. The “only be- 
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him” (John 
1:18). The Saviour’s sermons and par- 
ables are superb. They surpass in sim- 
ple eloquence, divine authority, eternal 
validity, and lasting appeal anything 
ever uttered by man. 


But if taken alone, Christ’s teachings 
would be a counsel of despair. His 
Standards are so high, His ethics so 
absolute, His demands so compelling 
that the honest sinner must cringe 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


18. March 27.—A Witness in Chains. 
Acts 28:16-31; Philippians 1: 
12-30; Colossians 4:2-18 


Next Week’s Lesson 
2. April 10—Humility’in the King- 


dom. Matthew 5:3-5; Luke 14: 
7-14; 16:19-31 








when he hears them. Man cannot live 
up to Christ’s teachings unaided. The 
Saviour’s words drive him to a reali- 
zation of his failure and desperate need. 
And so they point him to the Cross, 
where the Lord Jesus, having person- 
ally met all the demands of the Law, 
paid the penalty for the transgressions 
of sinners. 

Second, in considering Christ’s teach- 
ings we must avoid two extremes. On 
the one hand we must not be ‘ed to 
believe that the Lord’s Sermon on the 
Mount and other messages are all that 
man needs for salvation. Striving after 
righteousness is not the pathway to 
Heaven. Faith in the crucified, risen 
Saviour guarantees salvation. But on 
the other hand, just because Christians 
are under grace instead of law (cf. 
Rom. 6:14), we must not repudiate our 
Lord’s teaching as unnecessary or ir- 
relevant. The principles of life He 
outlines have never been repealed. Im- 
morality is always sinful. Complete 
trust in the Father is always the ideal. 
The house built on sand is always in 
a precarious condition. 

Third, while in our own strength we 
cannot even begin to live up to Christ’s 
requirements, we have a divine helper, 
the Holy Spirit of God. The “right- 
eousness of the law” may be fulfilled 
in those who walk “after the Spirit” 
(Rom. 8:4). 


Practical Applications 
Our Lord had a warm, tender heart 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


URING : Christ’s sojourn on earth, 
what was His threefold ministry? 

.2. What three relationships of man 
are discussed in the Sermon on the 
Mount? 

3. What two extreme views concern- 
ing this Sermon are to be avoided? 

4. In this Sermon with what ordi- 
nary household items does Christ com- 
pare his followers? 

5. Name two ways in which the Sav- 
iour fulfilled the Law (Matt. 5:17). 

6. What two small details of Hebrew 
writing did Christ affirm would not 
pass? ; 

7. What is commonly called the 
Golden Rule? : 

8. What two series of opposites does 
our Lord discuss to show the divisive 
nature of His message and the impor- 
tance of the right choice? 

9. What is a parable? 

* 10. Name two reasons our Lord spoke 
in parables. 


(Answers on page 232) 


for the multitudes. He took time to 
tell them about God. Are we so busy 
that we ignore the masses around us? 
“Blessed” means “happy.” The secret 
of lasting happiness is to be in a right 
relationship to God and to reflect our 
love for the Lord in lives of loving 
thoughtfulness toward man. 


Read the Sermon on the Mount ; 


through daily for a week. Your heart 
will be warmed and your resolution 
strengthened. But your conscience will 
also be aroused. Have I let my light 
shine brightly for God? Has my prayer 
life been fruitful? Have I learned to 
cast all my care on God? Have I kept 
pure and honest under the pressure of 
temptation? If confession of sin is in 
order, may I fall to my knees, plead 
the merits of Christ’s blood, be restored 


‘ to fellowship with my Saviour, and then 


walk with Him more closely than ever. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Our Lord’s threefold ministry (Matt. 
4: 23-25) 

2. Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 
(5:1 to 7:29) 

8. Our Lord’s use of parables (Mark 
4:1, 2a, 10-13, 33, 34) 


Topics for Development 

Our Lord’s View of the Old Testa- 
ment. Memorize Matthew 5:18. Many 
people today question the inerrancy of 
the Scriptures. It is instructive and 
refreshing to note Christ’s attitude 
toward the sacred writings. Far from 
questioning the absolute accuracy of 
the Law, He set His ‘divine seal of ap- 
proval upon it. Not its smallest letter 
(jot), not even the distinctive mark- 
ings of its letters (tittles) would fail 
of fulfillment. 

Remember that the Lord Jesus is the 
Son of God. He is our supreme source 
of authority. To doubt the Scriptures, 
or to treat them in cavalier fashion, 
is to impugn or discredit His opinion, 
His authority, and thus His integrity. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 4:23—*. . . Jesus went about 
all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom.” Explanation and _ exhortation, 
teaching and preaching—this was the 
two-edged verbal ministry of our Lord. 
The purpose was (1) to make men 
understand the nature and will of God, 
and man’s duty to God and his neigh- 
bor; (2) to summon sinners back to 
God and to the pathway of virtue and 
love; (3) to convict men of failure 
and thus to drive them to a realization 
that they needed a Saviour. 


MeprA, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And seeing the multitudes ... he 
opened his mouth, and taught them 
.” (Matt. 5:1, 2).—In teaching, as in 
all else, pre-eminence belongs to the 
Lord Jesus Christ! He is indeed the 
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master teacher! “Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7: 46). 

Even that outstanding agnostic, Col. 
Robert Ingersoll, said: “With Renan, 
I believe Christ was the one perfect 
man. ‘Do unto others’ is the perfection 
of religion and morality. It is the sum- 
mum bonum. It was loftier than the 
teachings of Socrates, Plato, Moham- 
med, Moses, or Confucius. It super- 
seded the commandments that Moses 
claimed to have gotten from God, for 
with Christ’s ‘do unto others’ there 
could be no murder, lying, covetous- 
ness, or war. It superseded Greek 
patriotism, Roman fortitude, or Anglo- 
Saxon bravery, for with ‘do unto others,’ 
bravery and patriotism would not be 


needed” (Homiletic. Review, Vol. 38, 
page 485). 
The Lord Jesus said: “. . . the Father 


which sent me, he gave me a command- 
ment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak” (John 12:49). The sub- 
ject matter, and the words with which 
that matter should be delivered, came 
from the Father. 

Nicodemus had a very sensible view 
of the miracles wrought by the Lord 
Jesus. In his view, the miracles were 
the credentials of the Lord as a divine 
teacher. He said: “... . we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him” 
(John 3:2). 

When the people heard Him, they 
were astonished, “for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). 

Of His words the Lord said, “they 
are spirit, and they are life” (John 6: 
63). He also said they would impart 
life to those who properly heard them 
(John 5:24). He revealed that His 
words will constitute the standard, in 
the day of judgment (John 12:48). 

All His recorded words have been 
printed in a pamphlet, and can be pur- 
chased for a few cents. Though few, 
they have wrought the conviction, con- 
version, and consecration of millions of 
people. 

“One of the most remarkable testi- 

. monies of the authenticity .of the Scrip- 
tural record of the Saviour’s words is 
found in the very words themselves: 
clear, explicit, discriminating, vital, sim- 
ple, strong, sympathetic, descriptive— 
these words surpass all other literature” 
(John Timothy Stone). 

“Therefore,” said the Lord, “whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto 
a wise man, which built his house upon 
a rock. And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock” 
(Matt. 7:24, 25), 

. “.. Iam not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil” (Matt. 5:17)—The expression 
“the law and the prophets” occurs nu- 
merous times in the New Testament, a 
consideration of which will reveal the 
fact that it is a term embracing the 
entire Old Testament. For example, 
Luke 16:16, “The law and the prophets 
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were until John. . .” And Acts 24:14, 
“ . . believing all things which are 
written in the law and in the prophets.” 

The Lord Jesus did not come to de- 
stroy the Old Testament, as some lib- 
erals with their destructive criticisms 
of it are doing today. He came to ful- 
fill it. He is the fulfillment of all the 
types, shadows, and predictions of the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Philip made this discovery and said 
to Nathanael, “We have found him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth 
...” (John 1:45). When a Jew realizes 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the ful- 
filler, not the destroyer, of the Old 
Testament, he passes out of death into 
life, out of darkness into light! 

“.. . except your righteousness .. . 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees ...” (Matt. 5:20).—Is 
not Saul of Tarsus the best example 
of the truth of this verse? He said, 
“After the most straitest sect of our 
religion I lived a Pharisee” (Acts 26:5). 
Touching the righteousness which is in 
the Law, he said he was “blameless” 
(Phil. 3:6). Yet his religion allowed 
him to persecute Christians and compel 
them to blaspheme! But when God re- 
vealed His Son in him, he certainly 
had a righteousness which infinitely 
exceeded the righteousness .of the 
scribes and Pharisees! In fact, he could 
say, “For to me to live is Christ.” 


“No man putteth a piece of new cloth 
unto an old garment. . .” (Matt. 9:16). 
—Judaism is the old garment, and has 
the old wine skins. Christianity is the 
new garment, and has the new wine 
skins! 

The Lord Jesus did not come to put 
a new patch on Judaism; He came to 
seek a bride for Himself, made up (so 
to speak) of believing Jews and be- 
lieving Gentiles. “. . . to make in him- 
self of twain one new man” (Eph, 2: 


. 15). Everything is new. The new gar- 


ment is the righteousness of God. The 
new wine is the joy of the Holy Ghost. 


Wawona, CALir. 
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‘ From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing’ 
“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
“Come to the Saviour” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast given us Thy 
Word, first through the Old Testament 
prophets and then by Thy Son, our 
Saviour, we thank Thee that again we 
turn to His words in our Sunday school 
studies. Bless to us this series of les- 
sons, giving us fuller understanding of 
things we already know and helping 
us to heed them more earnestly in 
daily life. Forgive us where we fail 
to live up to what we know. Help us 
to walk in the Christian way. Give 
help to sick and tried folk everywhere. 
Give us the spirit of mercy that is quick 
to comfort and aid those in need. Direct 





our leaders in this nation and work out. 
justice and peace for the world. Use. 
the forthgoing of the Gospel in. all 
lands to turn men to Christ and bring 
the promised triumph of Thy Kingdom 
when Thy will shall be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven, for our Saviour's 
sake. Amen. " 


After the Lesson.—This lesson holds 
a striking word used by our Lord to 


CHRIST 


describe Himself. He had been asked 
why His disciples did not fast as some 
others did. Meeting the question with 
one of His own; our Lord asked: “Can 
the children of the bridechamber {the 
wedding guests] mourn, as long as the 
bridegroom is with them?” (Matt. 9: 
15.) Obviously for guests at a wedding 
to mourn would be very out of place! 
But why should our Lord call Himself 
the Bridegroom? Because He had come 
from Heaven to take to Himself a bride, 
the ‘Church, which He so greatly loved. 


From Heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy Bride; 
With His own blood He bought her 
And for her life He died. 
—Samuel J. Stone 


Thus Paul wrote, “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it” (Eph. 
§: 25). 

What the bridegroom should be to his 
bride, the Lord Jesus is to His people. 
He loves them deeply, abidingly. He 
joins Himself to them in a blessed and 
enduring union. He makes all their 
needs His care, comforts them in trou- 
ble, bears with their weaknesses, and 
leads them on to share His heavenly 
glory. Looking to that wonderful ex- 
perience the Christian sings: 


The bride eyes not her garment 
But her dear bridegroom’s face; 
I will not gaze at glory, 
But on my King of grace. 
—Mrs. A. R. Cousin 


But to be of those who make up Christ’s 
bride and to share His home in Heaven 
forever, we must hear Christ’s call and 
give ourselves to Him that He may 
cleanse us and fit us to be part of His 
glorious Church, “not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5: 
27). 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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THEN ONE WITH 











Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today we come into the 

presence of the greatest teacher 
who ever lived, no less a teacher than 
Jesus Christ Himself, for twelve lessons 
on the greatest sermon ever. preached 
—the Sermon on the Mount. Of all 
professions the teaching profession is 
doubtless the most important, as its 
influence can and does affect both a life- 
time and eternity. Maestros who ‘lead 
the symphony orchestras pride them- 
selves upon the noted masters under 
whom they trained and do not fail to 
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make it known; it helps to draw pa- 
tronage. University professors go great 
distances and at much expense to train 
under some celebrated teacher of world 
renown; it means much in securing a 
high place in education. 

But let us not allow the fact that 
Jesus was the greatest of all teachers 
obscure the far more important fact 
that He is the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world; that although He is very 
God, He took upon Himself the human 
form of a servant and came to this 
world to die and save sinners like you 
and me. However, in this series of 
lessons we are studying His teachings, 
and they are of thrilling interest when 
we allow ourselves to be “exposed” to 
them. With a prayer to the Holy Spirit 
for guidance let us do just that. 

Today let us look at two outstanding 
characteristics of His teachings. (1) He 
taught with authority—supreme author- 
ity. “And they were astonished at his 
doctrine: for he taught them as one 
that had authority, and not as the 
scribes” (Mark 1:22). It means much, 
if you are concerned for the truth, to 
know that your teacher has indisput- 
able authority for what he is telling 
you. My doctor makes an important 
statement about my health and what 
I must do. I want to be sure that he 
knows. (2) Jesus taught with impelling 
effectiveness. His pupil may not have 
acted upon His advice, but he did not 
fail to go away under deep conviction. 
Think of the “rich young ruler”: “But 


when the young man heard that saying, - 


he went away sorrowful: for he had 
great possessions” (Matt. 19:22). “The 
officers answered, Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7:46); it was their 
excuse for not arresting Jesus in the 
Temple and bringing Him. before the 
Pharisees and chief priests for question- 
ing. 

He must have been wonderful to see 
and hear as He spoke. I have often 
tried to imagine it. Like the little 
child’s song, “And that I might have 
seen His kind look when He said, Let 
the little ones come unto Me.” Dr. 
Frederick Hall has written the story 
of “The Boy With His Lunch” and im- 
agines the lad upon returning home 
trying to tell: his mother about it. 
“Mother, it is not only what He says 
when He speaks, but how He looks at 
you when He says it.” He pictures the 
little boy as having fallen in love with 
the Great Teacher. And that is very 
important: love Him and you can learn 
from Him. Philip found Nathanael 
and tried to describe Jesus to him, but 
found it impossible, so he said to 
Nathanael, “Come and see,” and he must 
have added, “When you see Him and 
hear Him you will love Him.” 

The story is told of a little boy who 
sat at his desk, chewing the end of his 
pencil in great perplexity, for the ques- 
tions were too hard for him. The 
teacher had placed on each desk a list 
of questions to be answered for exami- 
nation. As each pupil completed the 
paper he would sign his name and 
walk up and place it upon the teacher’s 
desk; then he could go honie for the 
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rest of the day. Finally the little fel- 
low wrote on the bottom of the paper: 
“I can’t answer a single one of these 
questions; but I love my teacher!” I 
would not be surprised if he got an 
“A” on that. 


WEAVERVILLE, .N. C. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST quarter we learned the card, 

“God the Father.” This quarter 
we will learn the card, “God the Son.” 
And our lessons will also be about our 
Saviour and His teachings while here 
on earth. 

Some of you are interested in teach- 
ing. In addition to the blessing that 
comes from studying about Christ and 
His words, this quarter’s lessons should 
help us learn mgre about teaching 
methods. 

How many of you think it helpful to 
learn the questions on the card, as well 
as the Bible verse answers? Then we 
will do it this quarter also. 

Question 1: “Who has revealed God to 
us?” Answer, “No man hath seen God 
at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him” (John 1:18). 
God the Son has declared or “revealed” 
God the Father to us, as He could not 
have been made known before Jesus 
came. 

Today we are going to think of -our 
Saviour as the greatest teacher of all 
ages. Before we read of Him in the 
Gospels, please turn to Psalm 25:8, 9. 
Notice that the word “LORD” here is 
in capital letters. This means that in 
Hebrew the:name is Jehovah, which 
usually refers to God the Father. He 
is “good and upright . . . therefore will 
he teach sinners in the way .. . and the 
meek will he teach his way.” We learn 
from these verses that.God teaches both 
sinner and saint if they are willing to 
be. taught. - 

Now .read Job 36:22. Thousands of 
years ago, the man Elihu, who is speak- 
ing to Job in this passage, knew that . 
no one car? teach like God. 

When God the Son was here on earth, 
He was addressed sixty times as 
“Rabbi,” which means “Teacher,” show- , 
ing that He was recognized as a teacher 
by those who came in contact with 
Him. 

Read the Golden Text from Matthew 
4:23. Where does this say that Jesus 
taught? (In all the synagogues of Gal- 
ilee.) He also taught when He was not 
in a synagogue. You girls turn to Mat- 
thew 5:1, 2, and the rest of you to Mark 
4:1, 2. Where do these passages say 
that Jesus taught? (On a mountain- 
side, by the seaside.) Right. He taught 
anywhere where there was someone 
willing to be taught. 

What did Jesus teach? We could not 
answer that question in full, but we 
know that all of His teachings enabled 
those who understood them to know 
more of the things of God, and to be 


better and happier in this life, and to 
be prepared for Heaven. 

After we have read Matthew 5:17-20 
we will make a list.of the things Christ 
taught that day: (1) He had come to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets. (2) 
The Law would not pass away till all 
was fulfilled. (3) Breaking or belit- 
tling one of God’s commandments brings 
spiritual poverty. (4) Obeying and 
teaching God’s commandments brings 
greatness in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
(5) Except a person’s righteousness is 
greater than that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. How startling 
this last statement must have been to 
Christ’s hearers! It would not be pos- 
sible for anyone to exhibit more out- 
ward righteousness than the Pharisees 
did. They prided themselves on keep- 
ing all God’s laws. But these laws 
were not written in their hearts. The 
Lord Jesus delighted to do God’s will, 
and did it always. 

Next read Matthew 9:14-17. The 
teachings Jesus gave here were in an- 
swer to the question asked by John’s 
disciples, “Why don’t Your disciples 
fast?” Jesus answered with three illus- 
trations. The first showed that their 
fasting would be out of place, when 
they had the Bridegroom with them. 
The next showed that Jesus had not 
come to patch up Judaism, and the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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third suggested that He was bringing 
new joy to put into new. people. 

One important thing to remember 
about our Lord’s teaching is that He 


illustrated new truths by things familiar ° 


to the people. He made great truths 
clear by means of simple illustrations. 

Although our Saviour is now in the 
Glory, He is still ready to teach by 
His Holy Spirit. whoever is willing to 
learn of Him. He has a lesson for 
every one of us, every time we come 
to Sunday school. But if our minds 
and hearts are full of other things, we 
may miss the blessing. 

Beforé we come to class, let us pray 
that the Lord will prepare our hearts 
to learn of Him. If we do this, every 
lesson will bless us, as it blessed the 
disciples who listened to the wonderful 
words of Jesus so many years ago. 





Note to Teachers: This quarter we will learn 
the Scripture Catechism Card, ‘‘God the Son.” 
May be obtained from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 25c a dozen postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


ve 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Learning From Jesus, the Teacher 
(Matt. 4:23-25; 5:1, 2, ending with “them’’) 

O YOU have-a good teacher at 

school? Do you know who was 
the best teacher who ever lived? He 
did not teach reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. But you might like to see 
what He said about reading (Mark 2: 
25; 12:26, 27; Luke 10:25-27; Matt. 21: 
15, 16). What Book was it that He ex- 
pected them to have read? Their Bible, 
the Old Testament! He read it aloud 
(Luke 4:16-20). We know of one time 
when He wrote, but we do not know 
what He wrote. A bad woman had been 
brought to Him. Was she to be stoned 
to death or given another chance? (John 
8:5-11.) You might say He had some 
peculiar arithmetic; subtract everything, 
and get one hundred times as much! 
(Mark 10:28-31.) Here is some easy 
arithmetic (Luke 15:4), and here is 
some harder (Matt. 18:21, 22). 

But, as I said, this teacher did not 
Himself teach reading, writing, or arith- 
metic, though He used them in His 
teaching. What did He teach? Sup- 
pose you were a boy named Salmon 
or @ girl named Hester living when the 
Great Teacher was on earth long ago. 
Where would you go to find Him—did 
He have a schoolroom? (Use pictures 
or flannelgraph scenes to illustrate the 
two teaching settings of our lesson: 
Synagogue and hillside. Other places 
are mentioned in Mark 4:1 and Matt. 
26: 55.) 

“Jesus went about all Galilee, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching 


the gospel of the kingdom” (Matt. 4: 
23, Memory Verse). What else did He 
do that made Him famous? (Read vv. 


23, 24.) What a lot of pupils He had! 
Find on a map all the places they came 
from (v. 25). He had to have a bigger 
schoolroom than a synagogue! So what 
did He choose? (5:1, 2.) Do you know 
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what “disciples” means? . It means 
“pupils,” or “learners”! 

What questions would you ask Him 
if you could get through the crowds to 
Him? (Teacher, take note of these 
questions, and see that: the practical 
ones are answered in the lessons that 
follow, and show in some convenient 
lesson that answers to merely curious 
but not needful questions are not re- 
vealed.) 

But here we are; Carl and Ronald, 
Carolyn, and Helen (use pupils’ names), 
living in (name of city) in 1960, 
long after the Lord Jesus, the Great 
Teacher, went back to Heaven. How 
are we to learn from Him now, and 
ask Him our questions? Yes, His teach- 
ings are written for us to learn from the 
Bible. That’s why we have Sunday 
school! Are you as regular for your 
lessons from Him in the Bible as for 
your lessons from your reading-writing- 
and-arithmetic teacher in school? 

The Lord Jesus has a_ substitute 
Teacher on earth to teach you, too. 
No, I don’t mean your Sunday school 
teacher! Read about Him in John 14: 
25, 26. Where is this Teacher? Look 
back to verses 16, 17. Does everyone 
have this Teacher? No, “whom the 
world cannot receive.” Only those have 
Him who belong to the Lord Jesus, 
those whose sins He has forgiven, and 
into whose hearts He—His Holy Spirit 
—has come to live. Yes, it is the Lord 
Jesus Himself—His Spirit self, while 
His body self is in Heaven—“I will 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 229) 


1. He taught, preached, and healed 
(Matt. 4:23). 


2. His relationships to himself, to 
others, and to God. 


3. That it is the heart and core of 
the Gospel of grace; or, at the other 
extreme, that it is irrelevant to be- 
lievers today. : 


4. They are “the salt of the earth” 
and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5: 
13, 14). 


5. He kept its commands perfectly 
and paid the death penalty for sinners 
guilty of transgressing its requirements. 


6. Neither a jot nor a tittle (Matt. 


5:18). 


7. The treatment of men as one 
would be treated by them (Matt. 7:12). 


8. The two ways (Matt. 7:13, 14) 
and the two foundations (Matt. 7:24- 
27). 


9. A well-known object or event us- 
ually associated with nature, placed 
alongside a spiritual or moral truth to 
explain or illustrate it. 


10. Two of the following: to clarify 
or simplify His message; to veil its 
inner meaning from unworthy ears; to 
reveal the spiritual dullness of His lis- 
teners; to enable His disciples to re- 
member His words. 


MEDIA, Pa. 


come to you” (v. 18). 
Him? 

When it is warm enough, if you live 
where you can, one of the nicest places 
to learn from the Lord Jesus is out-of- 
doors in a quiet spot, where you can 
see the lovely world He made, read 
His Book, and ask your inside Teacher 
to help you understand His lessons. 
(Provide for daily readings.) 

The parables in this quarter’s lessons 
can well be presented by flannelgraph. 
Some can be illustrated by figures you 
already have on hand from other sto- 
ries. But you may want to purchase 
some individual parables or a series 
which includes a number of parables, 
Consult catalogues or stores of Chris- 
tian supplies. 


ORONO, MAINE. 


Do you have 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday —_— Times, 
325 N. 13th’ St., Philadelphia 5 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
So He Could Understand.—And Jesus 

went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23, Golden 
Text). A Christian lady told me the 
following: Many years ago in the little 
town where I grew up, there was a 
small chapel. It was well kept, both 
inside and out, but it was only used for 
services one week of each month. These 
meetings were conducted by a godly 
man I never will forget. There were 
two other churches in that little town, 
but this chapel was different; so was 
the preacher. Children loved him, and 
he made the Gospel so plain to us. He 
used to come and go so quietly. He 
conducted like meetings in other small 
towns. My little brother spoke for 
many other children when he said to 
my mother: “Please, I want to go to 
every one of Mr. Millar’s meetings. ~He 
teaches about Jesus so I can under- 
stand what he means.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. Prize 
illustration. 


Strong—but Humble.—No man put- 
teth a piece of new cloth unto an old 
garment, for that which is put in to fill 
it up taketh from the garment, and 
the rent is made worse (Matt. 9:16). 
Many years ago I heard a great Bible 
teacher tell of an experience that he 
had had a few years earlier. As he was 
talking with another outstanding Chris- 
tian worker, the man turned to him and 
said: “Do you realize that you and I 
are the two outstanding men in Chris- 
tian service today?” He said that he 
immediately replied: “Don’t ever say 
such a thing; don’t even think it. If 
any one of us ever gets the idea that 
he is necessary to the Lord’s work, the 
Lord can put him on the shelf so 
quickly that he will hardly know what 
has happened.” The speaker then said 
that, as a matter of fact, that was ex- 
actly what did occur. Within two or 
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three years the other man disappeared 
from sight so completely that soon most 
people had forgotten that he had ever 
been in Christian service. God wants 
humble people who are drawing on 
His resources and using them—people 
who are strong, but strong in the Lord. 
From Dr. Allan MacRae, in Biblical 
Missions. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Guide Stakes.—Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil (Matt. 5:17). I once went 
from the,mainland to Holy Island, 
and I saw stakes in .the sand. I asked 
what they were for, and was told that 
they were to keep you on the right 
path, otherwise there was danger from 
the tide and sinking sand. The com- 
mandments of God are not out-of-date; 
they are. the stakes which show the 
King’s highway to the Holy Island, the 
way by which we can come to safety.— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


His Three-Point Creed.—Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be -fulfilled (Matt.-5:18). A cab 
driver in the north of Ireland was found 
reading a book by the person who en- 
gaged him. He was asked, “What was 
that book I saw you reading?” “The 
New Testament, sir.” “Why do you read 
that book?” “I love it, sir, and the 
Saviour of whom it tells.” “What is 
your creed?” “It is very simple, with 
three articles: 
has said. (2) Obey all that Christ has 
commanded. (3) Expect all that Christ 
has promised.” 


Every promise in the Book is mine, 
Every chapter, every verse, every line; 
All are blessings of His- love divine; 
Every promise in the Book is mine. 


—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


It Takes Only One Break.—Whoso- 
ever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandments (Matt. 5:19). 
Evangelist Henry Moorhouse once said: 
“I find a difficulty in the hearts of many 
in taking their places as guilty sinners 
before God. Some time ago a woman 
said to me, ‘I cannot see that one who 
has broken one of the Commandments 
can be as bad as another who has 
broken five, or the whole ten.’ But I 
told her that God never gave five or ten 
laws; He gave only one, which consists 
of ten commandments. ‘Just look at 
that watch,’ I said, ‘if you counted the 
wheels, you would find perhaps ten or 
more, yet it is a broken watch, and 
will not go. Yet if you break only one 
wheel, it is still a broken watch and 
will not go.’ Still the woman could not 
see it, so I said: ‘Suppose you were 
hanging by a chain over a precipice. 
The chain consists of ten, links. If a 
man took a hammer and smashed every 
link, where would you go?’ ‘To the 
bottom, of course.’ ‘But suppose only 
one link were broken, where would you 
go?’ ‘That would be just as bad; I 
would fall.’ It takes just as much grace 
to save the best people in the.world as 


March 19, 1960 (Lesson for April 3) 


(1) Believe all that God. 


to save the vilest. Nothing but grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ can give « 
liberty and freedom from the law of 
sin."—From The Sermon Builder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Babe Ruth’s Tribute.—Whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt. 5:19). The following testimony 
to the useful life of an old minister was 
given by Babe Ruth, the famous base- 
ball player: “Most of the people who 
have counted in my life were not fa- 
mous.. Nobody ever heard of them, ex- 
cept those who knew and loved them. 
I knew an old minister once. His hair 
was white, his face shone. I have writ- - 
ten my name on thousands of baseballs 
in my life. The old minister wrote his 
name on just a few simple hearts. How 
I envy him! He was not trying to 
please his own immortal soul. So fame 
never came to him. I am listed as a 
famous home-runner, yet beside that ob- 
scure minister, who was so good and 
so wise, I never got to first base.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Christ Our Righteousness.—For I say 
unto you, That except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 5:20). “I sought a long 
time for peace,” a young man. said, 
“but much of the time I sought it in the 
wrong way. By-and-by, I learned that 
the work of righteousness should be 
peace, and the effect of righteousness, 
quietness and assurance forever. That 
was like being told the way, but I had 
yet to get into it. Then I saw that all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 
and that came upon me like the dark- 
ness of night, without one single star 
of hope. In the darkness those words, 








S. , Bibles We have the new loose 
leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zi cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, York. 
























































SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young pegple in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 

























FOUR WEEK 
TOUR OF SOUTH 
AMERICA 


TWO WEEK 
TOUR OF U.S. 


If you have just two weeks vacation—take the 
WHEATON Tour of scenic America, Grand 
Canyon, California, Yosemite; Canadian 
Rockies—and much more. 

If you have four weeks, then take the South 
American tour to Rio, Buenos Aires, Monte- 
video, San Diego, Lima, Quito—see Station 
HCJB, and many other outstanding cities of 
South America. : | 

On both trips, experienced tour leaders, fine 
Christian fellowship, world-famous sites and Fs 
scenery. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Spe- 
cify which tour. 


Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 
BOX 468, Dept. 130 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
ALSO TOURS OF EUROPE AND HOLY LAND 























Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 
A choice selection of thought-provoking 
editorials on human relations; helpful in de- 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. Provides good material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive stiff pepe 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1 
Sunday School Times Phila. 5, Pa. 














~ Wesimins 


Theologteal 


DO YOU consider Neo-orthodoxy an 
acceptable form of Christianity? 


Cornelius Van Til, Chairman of the Faculty 
replies: True Christianity rests upon Jesus 
Christ speaking to us in his infallible 
Word. The Christ of Neo-Orthodoxy 
cannot be found in history or heard in 
the Bible. Neo-orthodoxy is, therefore, 
destructive of Christianity. 


Professor Van Til is one of 2 company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified 
students of many denominations receive 
a unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 


CORNELIUS VAN TIL 


































For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 
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‘The Lord our righteousness,’ fell upon 
my ears; and the darkness disappeared 
and the light of heavenly day shone 
in upon my soul—I had found God’s 
way of peace.”"—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OES your daddy read the newspa- 

per the first thing when he comes 
home from work? If so, he is much 
like all fathers. Perhaps the only part 
of the paper that he reads to you is the 
comic section. To Mother, however, he 
talks about other things that he reads. 
It might be about someone who has 
died. Maybe he talks about the news 
of a train wreck. More than likely the 
news is about something in which you 
are not interested. 

I wonder what it was like in the 
long-ago days when the Lord Jesus 
lived. They did not have newspapers 
then. There were no radios or tele- 
visions from which to learn the news. 
But let us make believe that you lived 
in those long-ago days. And let us 
pretend that there was a newspaper 
called the Galilee News. And let us 
suppose that your Daddy comes in each 
night and reads the news to all of your 
family. (Although we are pretending 
about the newspaper, the things about 
which we shall read in our make-be- 
lieve papers all really, truly happened.) 

“Well, would you look at this!” Daddy 
exclaims. “It says in our paper tonight 
that Jesus Christ has been teaching in 
the synagogues (the Jewish churches). 
I wonder how He knows so much about 
the Old Testament. I thought only our 
Jewish rabbis knew these things. But 
He has been teaching them from the 
Book of Isaiah (See Luke 4:1-22; 
cf. Isa. 61:1, 2). The paper reminds us 
that when He was only twelve years 
old, He talked to our lawyers and asked 
them questions. He said to His mother 
at that time that He had to be about 
His Father’s business (Luke 2:49). I 
certainly hope we can get to hear Him 
teach sometime.” 

The next night when Daddy walked 
into the house, he announced, “It’s cer- 
tainly too bad we didn’t get out to hear 
Jesus last night. He was preaching, 
you know, down by the seashore. His 
sermon was about the Kingdom of God. 
From what He said, it looks to me as 
if He, Himself, must be the Son of God, 
who has come to be our King. He does 
not seem like a king. He is not rich. 
In fact, He is very poor. How could 
He be our King, I wonder.” 

“Look at these pictures!” Daddy 
cried the next night. He threw the 
paper down on the table and you d 
all your family crowded around it. “On 
every page of tonight’s paper there are 
pictures of people who have been sick 
with all kinds of things. But no matter 
how sick they haye been, Jesus has 
healed them. Imagine that! He healed 
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men and women and even little children. 
It doesn’t seem to make any difference 
to Him whether people are rich or poor. 
No matter who comes to Him, He 
speaks a word and they are well. 
‘There are no pills, no medicine of any 


kind. He doesn’t send them to any 
doctor. He certainly is not like anyone 
who has ever come this way before. 
I think He must be the Son of God.” 

The very next night, Daddy ran in 
breathlessly. “Now will you look at 
this!” he cried. “Do you know that 
people everywhere are hearing about 
Jesus Christ? He is famous through- 
out all of Syria. And they are bringing 
sick people to Him from everywhere. 
Look at. what it says tonight. Some 
who were brought to Him were pos- 
sessed of demons. But He spoke, and 
the demons were cast out, and those 
who had been possessed were perfectly 
well again. Some who had been violent 
with epilepsy were made .completely 
well the minute He spoke to them. 
Many who were paralyzed were brought 
to Him. But that made no difference. 
He spoke to them, and even though 
they might never have walked in all 
their lives, they jumped up and hur- 
ried home. He healed everyone who 
was brought to Him. Do you know 
what? I know that He is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is the Son of God. No 
one could do the things that He does 
except God be with Him. I love Him. 
I receive Him as my Saviour.” 

If your daddy said that and did that, 
he would be wise indeed. I wonder if 
you have received the Lord Jesus as 
your Saviour? You may do it right 
now. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 3 


1. Born Over Again 
(John 3:1-6; 1 Pet. 1:23) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ONFESSION of Christ is the first 
C of the four essential principles of 
Christian Endeavor. It is essential not 
only in Christian Endeavor but in every 
Christian young people’s group because 
no true service for Christ is possible 
until the new birth has been experi- 
enced. Notice the emphasis the Lord 
Jesus put upon it when He said to 
Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again” 
(John 3:7). . The imperative should 
startle us if we have not had that ex- 
perience, and, if we have had it, it 
should energize us in dealing with 
others. 

se 


Christ did not say, as some of us 
may have implied in dealing with 
others, “It would be nice, or it would 


be a fine thing, if you would become a 
Christian.” 
death matter. We do not say to a per- 
son who has been bitten by a mad dog, 
“It would be nice if you could have 
some antitoxin.” If the antitoxin is 
not administered within a certain time, 
the victim will soon be dead. 


se 


Infinitely more desperate is the plight 
of every living being who has not ex- 
perienced the new birth. Sin has in- 
flicted the sting of death on everyone. 
“All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23), and 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezek. 18:4). Unless the remedy is ap- 
plied, the penalty is exacted, not be- 
cause God is angry with the sinner, 
but because sin must be dealt with. 


sg 


. The remedy is simple and free to all. 
“God so loved ... that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). But the pen- 
alty is just as sure as the cure. “He 
that believeth of the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (v. 36). 


se 


It is important that we see end help 
others to see that the belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ that is the gateway 
to the new birth is not a mere mental 
assent that there was such a person, 
that He was a good man, and that He 
was a great teacher. Nicodemus be- 
lieved all these things and said so (v. 
2). Nicodemus was a religious man, 
a ruler, and acquainted with the re- 
quirements of the Jewish Law, and he 
probably kept the Law scrupulously, 
but he still needed to be born again. 
He needed to see that only in the Lamb 
that God had provided for sin, the 
Lamb to which~all the Law and the 
Prophets pointed, was there any hope 
of salvation and eternal life. 


se 


Belief in Christ today means recog- 
nizing Him as God’s unique Son, as the 
only provision that God has ever made 
for sin’s penalty. It means an act of 
faith by which we turn from all self- 
effort and count only and wholly upon 
Him. 

F orsaking 
All 
I 
T ake 
H im 
p 4 

Belief or faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the most reasonable thing in 
Heaven and earth, yet it is not com- 
prehended by reason. It is an act of 
cold faith in which we step out upon 
God’s Word and trust Him to do what 
He says He will do, if we will believe 
and receive His Son—give us eternal 
life (John 1; 12, 13). 


ve 


If, like. Nicodemus, we are tempted 
to say, “How can these things be” (v. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


It is a “must,” a-life-and-. 









we 
all : 


Po by | 

‘the | 
of o 
toda 
swit 
curr 
less 
unde 


satis 
of tk 


enjo 
ance 
ing 
cann 
birt! 
and 
mad 
pens 
with 
whe 
very 


Int 


New 
Thir 
“Vy 
Chr: 
doct 
latic 
tion 
and 
ed | 
disc 
lief 
doct 
in 
tion 











ea 


nd-. 


er- 
log, 
ave 


me, 


ght 
ex- 


ne, 

of 
und 
lie” 
ap- 
be- 
er, 
ith, 


all, 
nly 
eth 
er- 
on- 
He 
er- 
not 


6). 


elp 
the 
ray 
‘tal 
on, 
He 
be- 


an, 
re- 


ly, 
‘in. 
mb 
the 
the 


g- 
the 
ide 


1 f- 
on 


nal 


ted 
(v. 


ES 





9), let us realize that, like Nicodemus, 


we do not comprehend many things 
all about us, and yet we accept them 
and order the course of our daily lives 
by them. To Nicodemus, Christ used 


‘the example of the wind. The greatest 


of our scientists cannot fully explain it 
today. Every day of our lives we use 
switches to turn on and off electric 
current and we thus share in the count- 
less benefits it brings. Yet we do not 
understand electricity. We look at TV 
and listen to the radio and yet no fully 
satisfactory explanation has been made 
of these phenomena. 


se 


How foolish it is, then, to refuse to 
enjoy the present comfort and assur- 
ance of salvation, and the future bless- . 
ing and certainty of it because we 
cannot comprehend fully how the new 
birth works. Rather let us believe God 
and accept joyfully the provision He has 
made of a way of escape from sin’s 
penalty and power and look forward 


with joy and anticipation to the day - 


when we shall be removed from its 
very presence. , 
PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


Inter-Varsity’s New Statement 
(Continued from page 227) 

New Hampshire Confessions, and the 

Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion. 

“We desire to safeguard individual 
Christian liberty to differ in areas of 
doctrine not common to these formu- 
lations, provided that any interpreta- 
tion is sincerely believed to arise from 
and is based upon the Bible. 

“In view of contemporary theological 
discussion, we explicitly affirm our be- 
lief in the following specific Biblical 
doctrines, even though they are stated 
in the historic confessional formula- 
tions: 

(1) The one true God, existing eter- 
nally in unity and in the tri-person- 
ality of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(2) The unique nature of man as a 
moral and rational being created in\ 
the image of God, and the historic fall 
of man into sin, bringing all men 
under divine condemnation. 

(3) The full deity and true human- 
ity of Jesus Christ, His personal pre- 
existence, virgin birth and sinlessness. 

(4) The historic death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for our sins, a voluntary, 
substitutionary sacrifice, and His 
bodily resurrection. 


(5) The justification of sinners by 
the Lord Jesus Christ through faith 
alone. 


(6) The deity and personality of the 
Holy Spirit, the effective agent both 
in regeneration and in that holy living 
which is the necessary evidence of 
true faith. 

(7) The fellowship of Christians in 
the Church, which embraces Biblical 
doctrine, worships the true God, obeys 
the Lord’s commands to baptize and to 
remember Him at the table, exercises 
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discipline, adorns its profession by 
holiness and love of fellow believers, 
and proclaims the Christian gospel 
to the world. 

(8) The visible return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in glory. 

(9) The resurrection of the re- 
deemed to enjoyment of God forever 
in His- presence, and the resurrection 
of the unredeemed to judgment and 
everlasting punishment.” 
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Belief That Cannot Save 
(Continued from page 224) 
works as against faith, but faith as 
producing works.” Devils, or demons, 
believe in God in the sense that they 
know who God is, and they know that 
His words are true; but, because they 
are living in rebellion against God and 
will continue incorrigible in that re« 
bellion, they tremble, having no saving 
faith, and knowing only too well the 
awful consequences that must come to 
them because God’s words are true. 
For, “God- spared not the angels that 
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, 
to_be reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 
2:4). “And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in ever- 
lasting chains under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 
This judgment may be at the same time 
as that of Satan himself, when -“the 
devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). The 
tragic fact, given by revelation of God 
through Jesus Christ to the beloved 
Apostle John, is that not only fallen 
angels and devils, or demons, must meet 
this judgment but also human beings 
who have not accepted Christ as the 
only way of life; for that same chapter 
tells of the resurrection of the unbe- 
lieving dead, standing before God at 
the -great white throne: “And whoso- 
ever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of 

fire” (v. 15). 
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“Good News for Bairns” 
(Continued from second page) 
wonderful thing has happened. I went 
for the groceries you told me to get at 
the wee shop, and a nice lady who was 
shopping there told me Mr. McDermott, 
the minister, asked her to visit us. 
She’s coming tonight, Mother, to take 
us for a nice drive in her motor car to 
a lake. She says we must feel the heat 
bad, being new here: Oh, Mother, it’s 
an answer to my prayers! I was so 


worried in all this heat for fear you 
might get sick.” 

Mrs. Sloan, the good lady the min- 
ister had asked to befriend Jeanie and 
her mother, had a little girl the same 
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age as Jeanie, and the two little girls 
became close friends, as did their 
mothers. 

That autumn Mr. McDermott told the 
children in the Sunday school that a 
children’s mission was soon to be held 
in their church, and he wanted them all 
to get busy and tell other children 
about it. ° 

At the first meeting the minister 
asked Jeanie White to tell what Jesus 
meant to her. And Jeanie, shyly and 
courageously standing up before the 
crowd of children, witnessed for her 
Saviour. She said she was “proud to 
say a wee word for her dear Saviour.” 

When the meetings ended, Mr. Mc- 
Dermott told her that God had used 
her simple, straightforward testimony 
to help several children decide to ac- 
cept Christ as their Saviour. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





You Can Hope Again. By W. Albert 
Donaldson. (The Warner Press, An- 
derson, Ind., $2.50.) “Hope is the hand- 
kerchief which God places in the hands 
of his people to wipe tears away from . 
eyes that have grown dim with weep- 
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ing.” The rediscovery of this hope is 
the author’s goal for his readers. The 
various obstacles to hope are enumer- 
ated and illustrated, chiefly through 
counseling situations. Practical sug- 
gestions are given from the Word of 
God, with an emphasis upon faith, re- 
pentance, confession, and forgiveness. 
Interwoven with this very valuable ma- 
terial are some confusing emphases, 
however. From a statement on page 112, 
as well as other allusions, it would 
seem that Mr. Donaldson believes in a 
universal brotherhood of man. There 
are frequent references to the King- 
dom of God as being built by men. 


30 Programs for Young People. By B. 
Hoyt — Evans. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50, paper.) 
An unusual book is this compilation of 
programs intended for use in young 
‘ people’s meetings. There are thirty 
chapters, each giving a thoughtful and 
earnest discussion of a topic. The plan 
is: An introduction by the leader, fol- 
lowed by a first, second, and third, and 
sometimes a fourth speaker, each reading 
a section of the topic. A few of the topics 
discussed are: “What the Bible Says 
About God,” “Heroes of Christian Mis- 
sions,” “What My Church Means to Me,” 


“What I Mean to My Church,” “A Chris-’ 


tian and His Car,” “How Do I Know 
It’s Love?” “What Every Protestant 
Youth Should Know,” “Christian Fam- 
ily Life,” “Honoring the Lord With Our 
Money,” “Our Heritage of Freedom.” It 
is suggested that the “readers” practice 
reading their assignment several times 
before the meeting takes place. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


an * Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 28 to April 3 


Mon.—Luke 6:46-49. 
The Firm Foundation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A man which 
built an house, and digged deep, and 
laid the foundation on a rock: and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon 
a rock.” The Lord teaches us to make 
sure that the foundation of our faith, 
hope, and service is the very Word of 
God, believed and practiced. Preachers 
and teachers should make sure that 
they give people more than their thought 
of Scripture, but what the Bible actu- 
ally says. It is by believing God, on 
the basis of His truth, that people come 
to faith. Ezra read the Word of God 
distinctly and then gave the sense of it 
and caused the people to understand 
(Neh. 8:8). God’s Word is our only 
eternal, solid foundation. Pray for 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl. 


Tues.—Matthew 9:14-17. On Fasting. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then came to 
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him the disciples of John, saying, Why 
do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but 
thy disciples fast not?” The Lord gave 
them a wonderful answer. It fits in 
with the Gospel of grace. Fasting must 
be by personal volition, not by legis- 
lation. This suits the age of grace and 


‘ glorifies God. The Gospel frees us from 


ceremonial laws. Fasting, therefore, is 
not by precept but by preference. (See 
Matt. 17:21; Acts 10:30; 14:23; 1 Cor. 
7:5; Acts 13:2). Fast as the Lord leads, 
as often as necessary to keep your flesh 
in subjection, and when you are deeply 
burdened in prayer. Pray for Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Inc., Glendale, Calif. 


Wed.—Matthew 10:16-22. 
He Who Endures. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that en- 
dureth to the.end shall be saved.” Test 
your conversion, consecration, and con- 
stancy by your obedience to Christ. 
Run the Christian race so as to make 
a good finish and get the prize. “So run, 
that ye may obtain” (1 Cor. 9:24). 
Endure griefs, testings, chastening, afflic- 
tions, sound doctrine, hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ, and all 
else for “blessed is the man that en- 
dureth” (Jas. 1:12). Love “endureth 
all things” and “never faileth” (1 Cor. 
13:7, 8). Jesus endured the cross. 
Keep looking unto Him (Heb. 12:2, 3). 
Pray for the Great Commission Prayer 
League, Inc., Chicago. 


Thurs.—Matthew 19:16-22. 
° The Higher Righteousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Good Master, 
what good thing shall I do, that I may 
have eternal life?” The rich young 
ruler may have been ding Ecclesi- 
astes and found that fils life is not all 
there is for man. He asked what he 
should do in order to enter into the 
Kingdom of God. He sought eternal 
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life on the basis of self-righteousness, 
but when Christ presented to him His 
cross, he went away sorrowful. Paul 
chose the way of the Cross, and we 
should, too. That I may “be found in 
him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith: that I 
may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made 
unto his death” (Phil. 3:9, 10)° Pray 
for Barrington College, Providence, R. I. 


*Fri.—Mark 4:1-9. The Sower. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, there 
went out a sower to sow.” The min- 
ister’s office is that of sowing the Word 
of God. Ministers can be easily mis- 
taken about what they sow. They can 
preach what they know the Bible 
teaches without ever pinpointing the 
actual Word of God needed by hearers, 
Ezra read the Word of God distinctly 
and also gave the sense of it. We must 
be careful to see that people actually 
do get a “thus saith the Lord.” People 
pressed upon Christ to “hear the word 
of God” (Luke 5:1). God may bless 
what we say about His Word. He did 
bless David and what other Bible char- 
acters said, too. But He is more likely 
to bless His own Word which liveth 
and abideth forever. A farmer mixed 
fertilizer and seed in his mechanical 
sower. His seed ran out completely, 
but fertilizer kept on flowing out. And 
where the seed stopped, there was no 
growth but weeds. Use ample “seed” 
in all your sowings. Pray for the Bible 
institutes of the world. 


Sat.—Mark 4:10-20. 
The Parable Explained. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The twelve 
asked of him the parable.” The Lord 
explained the meaning of the parable 
of the Sower for us, as well as for the 
twelve. Here is a lesson on the min- 
istry to souls. It is the hardest to learn, 
Many talk by the hour about what 
God’s Word teaches without actually 
giving people a “thus saith the Lord.” 
Let ministers “steep” their study of the 
Word of God ‘in prayer, and see to it 
that the portion needed from that Word 
is given to people in due season. The 
“seed” is the Word. No preacher can 
become a reacher of souls who sub- 
stitutes his own appropriate words for 
Scripture. “The Bible says” should be 
our emphasis. Pray for Biola College, 
La Mirada, Calif. ‘ 


Sun.—Psalm 119:33-40. ‘ 
Give Me Understanding. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Teach me... 
thy statutes.” God’s laws governing life 
and practice come to us in specific 
commandments. These show the way 
we should walk. His statutes are “right, 
rejoicing the heart” (Psa. 19:8) and 
they are all good. “The righteousness” 
of them is fulfilled in them, those who 
walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit. Pray that the Lord will teach 
you His will for your life and service. 
Pray for Montana Institute of the Bible, 
Billings, Mont. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


conformable — 











mis ese fz 


7 


M 





